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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
LIBRARY RECEIVES FUNDS FOR BOOKS
CHARLESTON, IL.--An additional $31,000 allocated to Eastern Illinois
University's Booth Library for the purchase of books "is a most welcomed
tangible indication of the University's commitment to a quality library
collection," according to Dr. Wilson Luquire, dean of Library Services.
The additional funds were given to Booth Library as a result of
savings from lower utility bills for the University this past winter and
extra funds generated from a larger than projected spring enrollment,
according to EIU President Stan Rives.
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"The Library has experienced difficult budgetary restraints for nearly
a decade with escalating book and journal prices, growing deficiencies in
its collections due to prolonged underfunding, increasing demands to
support a constantly changing curriculum and closer scrutiny of its
collections and public services by various accreditation groups," Luquire
said.
He said more than $600,000 of the Library's total budget of $2.2
million for fiscal year 1987-1988 is used to purchase books and
periodicals.
'~lthough

the extra $31,000 is a small percentage of the

book/periodical budget," Luquire said, "it is hoped that this allocation
will be indicative of University support and thus may keep accrediting
agencies from citing the Library in the future."
Since the Library lacks many new book titles, the extra monies will
help alleviate that problem, he said.
The constant increase in the cost of periodical subscriptions during
the past decade has forced the Library to cancel 1,792 active periodical
subscriptions since 1980, a reduction of approximately 59 percent in
active periodical titles, according to Luquire.
"At present, he said, "approximately 65 percent of all funds for
library materials (excluding binding funds), in the base budget for fiscal
year 1987-1988, are used for periodicals, the remaining 35 percent for
books.
"The renewed escalation in the cost of periodicals--especially science
journals--now threatens to wipe out the remaining book funds."
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Luquire commented that the Library is one of the few University-wide
academic programs involved in teaching and curriculum support. "We (the
Library) are a big liability for the University if our collections are
underfunded."
"The relative underfunding of the Library is parallel to the
underfunding throughout the rest of the University," he added.
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